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Frome Dulwich-College, «¢ Eight in 
the Morning, December 6. 


Am for following the Advice 

of an Ancient Heathen, to do 
every thing that pleafes my 
Fancy. Sometimes I 2m for 
rummaging among a heap of 

ld dulty Manufcripts ; at another 
time L look about my Houfe co fee it 
the Cobwebs are clean fwept down, 
A fow Days ago a Humour rook me 
drefs my {elf in the Habit of a 
Country Peafant, and make a Vifit 
to a poorShepherd.a former Acquain- 
tance of mine. I wenr and found 
hin. in the Field atrending hisFlock, 
! playing merrily cn his Pipe. So 
foon as he faw me he laid down his 
Mufick. ftro.k’d his Beard,and ask’d 
me how I did, and whether the Oid 
Woman were {till living. I cold him 
yes, and that my Son Thomas was 


married. Married (faid he) a young 
Rafcal, a Cudgel would better have 
fitted his Back than a Woman his 
Bed. Why fo (faid 1) he is my eldeft 
Son, and in the Twenty third Year 
of his Age. Ha! ha! Old Friend 
R»y/*y, nodding his Head, let me rell 
you we never had good Times, fince 
fuch raw Boys ashe wanted Wives. 
They know not how to managetheir 
own Affiirs, much lefs rhofe of a Fa- 
mily. I remember as my Mother and 
I was one Night fitting by the Fire 
roafting Potatoes, | told her that Nan 
Spencer the Thathcher’s Daughter 
was atidey Wench, and I could fan- 
cy her well enough for a Sweet-heart. 
Sirrah!(faid fhe) | have a good mind 
to joll thy Pate againft the Poft. An 
Urchis of Twenty four, juft come 
out of the Egg thell, begin ro talk of 
Love. Thy Father and I made 
Threefcore and ten when we came 
togcther ; he Forty, and 1 Thirty. 
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As the Shepherd was going on with 
his Stary, News was brought him 
that one of his Flock was ftraying in 
a Thicket;wherewpon he went away, 
and in his Abfence I laid my {elf 
down on the Brow of a Hill, and fell 
afleep. I fancy’d | faw appear be- 
fore me all the Inhabirants of the 
World bulying themfelwes about a 
thoufand Plors and laventions ; fome 
I obferved were rational and ethers 
were por. Then methought 1 went 
and examined every Community, to 
difcover which of all thofe Bodies of 
Men | could account (ia my_ Judge- 
ment) moft happy. How to find this 
out 1 could not tell, becaufe many 
appeared to my View ata diltance 
what they a i were not, At laf 
I efpy’d a Company among the 
Throng all going one way. Look- 
ing earneltly upon them, | fw they 
were employed in fuch things as 
were rational, and conformable to 
what they were call’d ourtodo. I 
compar’d them with thofe feveral 
Bodies of Mankind who were en- 
rich'd either with Beauty, Honour 
or Strength. However, upon the 
whole, I found the diligent Tribe to 
be che molt happy of all the different 
Parties, and would,as | fancy’d,have 
thruft in among the Crowd, but was 
denied Entrance ; which Repulfe di- 
flurb’d my Thoughts to that degree, 
that I immediately awak’d, and faw 
the Shepherd fitting by me. I ask’d 
him whether he had found his Srrag- 
ler. He told me, yes; but thar he 
took it very Ae that I did not 
offer to afft him in feeking for the 
Runaway. Having thus fpent a few 
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Hours in fome idle Chat, and wan- 
dering Asaulemcas,| took my leave 
of the Shepherd, and retuned home 
tomy Stuay, where 1. wrete thefe 
Lines in M. mory of what excellent 
initructions he had laid down to me. 














From my Library, December 7, 





I Lately recerved a Letter from a 
Gentleman, defiring me to come 
to his Houfe that Alcergoon; for 
there was much Cempany wanted (0 
fpeak with me ; the Bulinefs he Laid, 
was of that halte which would nox 
admit of any Delay. Being tir'd with 
ftudying all Day. I laid afide my 
Books, and went with the Mejicn- 
ger. Coming to my Friend's IJoyf-, 
I found feveral Gentlemen making 
merry wihhim. They told me | 
mult goalong with themto a Ta- 
vern hard by ; for (fay they) this 
Morning a very pleafant Frolick has 
happened. Several out landifh Gen- 
tlemen, having each of them a Cour- 
tezan, thofe Women Jaid a Plot ro 
infnare the Men. Sylvia form’d tire 
Defign out of a Principle of Ambi- 
tion ; fhe propofed to- Francifco her 
Gallant that he fhould make over to 
her a Debr of two thoufand Pounds; 
for (faid fhe) Ilong to fee you fign 
fuch a Paper, that it may be faid, 
fhe who kept Company with Fran. 
cifeo had revenged her felf of him 
Her Beauty and fine Words brough 
about the Succefs of her Enterprizz. 
The Deed was fign’d that very Hou 
fhe made the Requeft ; the Scriviner 
waiting at the Door ali the time with 
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the Inftrument ready drawn up in 
the exaGt Words as Syne had dire- 
éted him before-hand. But to relate 
the Matter more particularly, Fran- 
eifeo being upon the Ramble, diver- 
ted himfelt with his Company at an 
Entertainment of Vocal and Inftru- 
mental Muflick, and other ‘teem 
Performances ; and judg'd it nccef- 
fary that every Man fhould have his 
Lady to fit by him; the molt cele- 
brated of them was Sylvia; fhe 
fometimes cunningly faid, Franci/co 
was a Gentleman well dcfcended, 
had noble Blood fprinkied in his 
Veins.. Sometimes fhe lean’d upon 
his Knee.and took him by the Hand, 
and all the while drank Glafs 
for Glafs ; that in the end fhe fell 
eo talk boldiy, as Women of the 
Yown generaliy do, much above 
their Character and Condition. She 
faid, the Prize fhe had got was fome 
Recompence for the Pains fhe had 
taken in following Men feven Days 
fucceiiively ; and that fhe could de. 
mand what fhe pleas’d. But fhe ad- 
ded, it would pleafure her much bet- 
ter if while Francifeo look’d on fhe 
might, out of fporr, fend for a Ban- 
ker, and mortgage the Writing he 
had given her ; fo as it might be faid 
the kind Women of Great Britain 
had received a handfomer Gratuity 
from Foreign Gentlemen,than other 
Women receive .om the Princes of 
the Blood in France. What fhe faid 
was allowed with fuch an Univerfal 
Liking, and Murmurs of Applaufe, 
and feconded by the Encouragement 
and Eagernefs of the whole Com- 
pany, that Francifco ltmielf told her, 


double the Sum fhould be at her 
Command after 2 Week's more Con- 
verfation Burt the ncexe Morning, 
by Reporr, Francifeo was of another 
Mind, and went to look for his 
Money which he pretended was on- 
ly lent for a few Hours, to make a 
little fporr, However, Syieia, with 
the relt of the Ladies of Pleafure, 
were retir'd with the Cath, into the 
Country forthe Summer f afon. Up- 
on this News the Gentlemen retur- 
ned into their own Land without 
much Noife ; but ‘tis faid Francifee 
went off fick. 





From Clittords-Inn, December 9. 


EING inmy Chamber this E- 
vening, and findiog my Mind 
full of high Thoughts, I reftrained. 
them for a while to contemphte on 
my own State of Life; and then fuf- 
ferd them ro take a range beyond the 
hrft Original of things. While I 
was thus as it were loft in my felf, I 
fuddenly fell afleep, and dream’d 
there was prcfented to my Viewa 
ftately Kingdom of an unlimited 
Space; for | tancyd I travelled a vaft 
way thro’ its Territories, and could 
find no end. Thus wandering about, 
I at laft came to the Gate of a mag- 
nificent Palace. and ask’d whether 
there was any Admittance fora Stran- 
ger. The Sentinel ler mein, and 
furnifhed me wirh a Guide, who 
conduéted me to a fpacious Hall, 
where I faw an Emperor fit on a 
Throne with a triple Crown on his 
Head, and a Golden Sceptre in his 
Hand, 
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Hand,attended by a numerous train 
of Courtiers. rg og. fome parti- 
cular Perfons to be feated much 
higher than the reft, and cloathed 
in more fplendid Apparel, I ask'd 
my Guide whether they were Princes 
come from other Nations to fee the 
Grandure of the Court? He told 
me they were Subjects, but the pe- 
culiar Favourites of Mis Imperial 
Majelty, who waited upon him in 
al! his Progrefis. Difterning in the 
Countenances of fome of thefe Per- 
fons (as] thought) an afpiring Air, 
aiming at nothing lef than Sove- 
ignty, and looking as it they were 
ft ready fora Revolt; I ftaid to 
obferve the Event, and immediately 
feveral of them rofe up in Arms, and 
a Bloody Battle enfucd, wherein the 
Traytors were overthrown. This 
Victory occafioned an Univerfal Joy 
pars da the wholeEmpirc among 
the Loyalifts, bur caft a fad Confu- 
fion upon the Spirits of the van- 
quifhed. Some time after an Edict 
came forth whereby the Rebels were 
feized and fent into perpetual Con. 
finement. Here my Curiofity led 
me ro go and fee + th Place Prifo- 
ners of War were caft ino in this 
Country. My Guide condutted me 
down a fkeep Precipice intoa Dun- 
geon,where I faw nothing but a con- 
fufed Mafs of Matter, Soon after 
my Arrival at the Mouth of this Pir 
I heard the fluttering of Wings in 
the Air,which madea hideous Noife. 
The hrf Prifoncr 1 obferved was 
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thrown into the Aby%, was the 
grand Rebel call’d U/urper ; the next 
was named Ambition, t ¢ others be- 
ing very mumerous, | could not 
keep a Regilter of their Names; 
when they were allenter'd, 1 heard 
U/urper fay, is this the Lot our Cone 

ucror has appointed us, and this 
the fink of Darknefi we muft 
exchange for a profperous Siace ? 
Thef: Chains, and thefe- Bonds, 
are the effect of our afpiring 
Haughtinefi. O Ambition! come 
hither if thou arr he; burt oh, how 
unchang’d from the Companion of 
my Bofom! How pentive, how 
mournful, art thou and how fare 
clips’d is all thy Honour! I fee my 
{elf too well, and my own Fate in 
thy Misfortunes. ambition anfwer'd, 
O Ufurper ! 1 hear thy mournful Ac. 
cents; Thou arthe wholed’{t forth 
the Troops into the Plain of Batrle, 
whcfe mighty Force fhook the 
Throne of the Empire, and gave 
fome Profpect of Conqueit. But 
now, alafi, thofe Hopes are fied! 
Here we lie fhut up in Obfcuriry, 
and muft no more walk in the {pa- 
cious Palaces, nor enter the lofry 
Temples ; neither fhall we ever fee 
the fplendid State of Happinef$ again. 
As I was enquiring of my Guide, how 
long the Criminals were to continue 
in that dark Goal, whotold me for 
ever, | awak’d, and behold it was 
only a mecr Amufement ; a refem- 
blance of fume:hing I was thinking 
of before I fell afleep. 
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